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Before a bomb ended his life in the summer of 1980, Walter Rodney had created a powerful legacy.

This pivotal work, How Europe Underdeveloped Africa, had already brought a new perspective to

the question of underdevelopment in Africa. His Marxist analysis went far beyond the heretofore

accepted approach in the study of Third World underdevelopment. How Europe Underdeveloped

Africa is an excellent introductory study for the student who wishes to better understand the

dynamics of Africa s contemporary relations with the West.
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Walter Anthony Rodney was born in Georgetown, Guyana on March 23, 1942. He is recognized as

one of the Caribbean s most brilliant minds. Rodney attended Queen s College, in Guyana, and

graduated first in his class in 1960, winning an open scholarship to the University of the West Indies

(UWI). He attended UWI Mona Campus in Jamaica, and graduated with 1st class honors in History

in 1963. Rodney then attended the School of Oriental and African Studies in London where, at the

age of 24, he received his PhD with honors in African History. Rodney s thesis, A History of the

Upper Guinea Coast, was published by Oxford University Press in 1970. Rodney combined his

scholarship with activism and became a voice for the under-represented and disenfranchised a

distinction from his academic colleagues. His interest in the struggles of the working class began at

a young age with an introduction to politics by his father. His PhD thesis illustrated his duality as an

intellectual and activist as he challenged the prevailing assumptions about African history and put



forth his own ideas and models for analyzing the history of oppressed peoples. Influenced by the

Black Power Movement in the U.S., third world revolutionaries and Marxist theory, Rodney began to

actively challenge the status quo. In 1968, while a UWI professor in Jamaica, he joined others to

object to the socio-economic and political direction of the government. Unlike his counterparts,

however, Rodney involved the working class, including the Rastafarians (one of Jamaica s most

marginalized groups) in this dialogue. His speeches to these groups were published as Grounding

with My Brothers, and became central to the Caribbean Black Power Movement. Rodney's activities

attracted the government s attention and after attending the 1968 Black Writers' Conference in

Canada he was banned from re-entering Jamaica. This decision sparked widespread unrest in

Kingston. In 1974, Rodney returned to Guyana to take an appointment as Professor of History at the

University of Guyana, but the government rescinded the appointment. He remained in Guyana,

joining the newly formed political group, the Working People's Alliance. Between 1974 and 1979, he

emerged as the leading figure in the resistance movement against the increasingly authoritarian

PNC government. He gave talks across the country to engender a new political consciousness. As

the WPA gained popularity and momentum, the PNC began a campaign of harassment including

police raids, house searches, and beatings. On July 11, 1979, Walter, with seven others, was

arrested following the burning down of two government offices. Rodney and four others (known as

the Referendum Five) faced charges of arson, but without proof, and scrutiny from international

supporters, the government was forced to drop the charges. The persecution continued; two party

members were killed, and the government denied Rodney permission to travel. Despite this, he

continued his political work and attended Zimbabwe s independence celebrations in May 1980.

Rodney s voice was also heard in the U.S. and Europe. In the early-mid 1970s, he participated in

discussions and lectures with the African Heritage Studies Association at Howard University; the

Institute of the Black World in Atlanta, GA; the African Studies and Research Center at Cornell

University; and the State University of New York at Binghamton. On Friday, June 13, 1980, at age

38, Rodney was assassinated by a bomb while in Georgetown, Guyana. Rodney completed four

books in the last year of his life: A History of the Guyanese Working People, 1881-1905; People s

Power, No Dictator, and two children s books: Kofi Baadu Out of Africa and Lakshmi Out of India.

Walter Rodney was married to Patricia Rodney and together they have three children Shaka, Kanini

and Asha.

Excellent for students and scholars in African History and relationship that existed between Africa

and Europe to present day it's a fascinating read.



An informative masterpiece!

One of the most important books I have ever bought.

Very good book and am glad I got the book.

Great condition

excellent book

Very good condition

This Book has been around for more than 25 years. It is destined to be a classic because it is so

well written and researched. Dr. Rodney outlines and explains the conception and implementation

by European governments of a system through which the continent of Africa would be exploited for

her natural resources while her growth would be stultified. The book outlines the reasons why

Europeans first went to the African continent, and the strategies they employed to entrench their

positions, and to ensure that the "Dark Continent" was kept dark. "If you know your history, then you

will know where you're coming from." This book certainly broadens one's understanding of our

history.
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